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A DrscouKSE humbly p?sented by Richard Hadsor to the most gnious souraiyne the right high 
and mightie prince James, kinge of England, Scotland, flraunce, and Ireland, defender of the faith &o. 
Importing the auncyent division of the kingdome of Ireland into sundry proTJnoes before the Con- 
quest thereof by kinge Henry the second, kinge of England, about four hundred and fifty yeares 
past, And how yt ya now devided ; And who at this pr&ent doe Inhabit the same ; And by what 
lawes yt ys now gourned ; And also declaring some cawses of the infynite chardge the Crowne hath been 
putt vnto by the Rebells in that Realms ; and shewing son.e meanes for the more peicable gou*mt 
thereof wthout such contynuall greate expenees, to the better contentm* and ching of the In- 

habitants, and saveing of the daily exhausting of the treasure in the service of that Realme. And 
touohing that repeale of some priudicall statuts in England and Ireland against Scottisbmen and in 
England against Irishmen. 

Yo r Maty's kingdome of Ireland by the auncyent division thereof at the tyme of the said English 
Conquest was devided into fly ve provinces, vizt. Leynstre, whereof Dermot m* Morragh was kinge, who 
drew the first English to that Realme to assist him against the kinge of Meith ; south Mounster gourned 
by Dermot m° Cartie kinge of the citie of Cork, from whom the families of the m« Carties deryvc 
themselves ; North Mounster, ruled by Donell O'Bryne king of the Citty of Lymerick, of whom the 
Erie of Thomond ys disoended ; Connaught, whereof Rotherick was then kinge and of all Ireland ; 
Vlster, whereof O'Neile was kinge, of whom the Earles of Tyrone and Tyr Connell being discended 
of two brothers are come ; and Mieth quasi in medio regni positum whereof o'Rowr . . was kinge. 
There were also many other pettie kinges in Ireland, whereof one was by elecon kinge of all Ireland. 

And since the said English conquest the kyngdome was devyded into ffoure provinces via*. Leyn- 
ster, Mounster, Connaught, and Vlster, and each province except Vlster and other vncivill pts of the 
Realme ys subdeuyded into Counties, and each County into Baronies and hundreds, and en T y Baronie 
in prishes consisting of Mannors, Towns, and villages, after the manner of England; And out of the pro- 
vince of Leynster are drawne the counties of Dublvn and Kildare, and out of the province of Vlster 
is taken the county of Louth, vnto w ^ the said county of Mieth being divided into to counties called 
Mieth and West Mieth ys vnited-, w o11 ffyve menconed counties being about the quality of Yorkshire 
m England are called the English pale, or country inhabited to this daie w tn Noblemen and Gentle- 
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men discended of English, who are oivill men and have eontynued their obedience to the Crowne & 
rctayned the English language & habitt since the said conquestof kinge Henry the second. And they 
doe comonly marry w'hin them selves and in England, not wth the meere Irish who could never in 
their sundry Rebellions drawe the same Inhabitante to ioyne them, or expel them by force out of the 
said Counties. 

Kinge Henry the second vpon his Conquest of Ireland receaved the said kinges and other the cheif 
taynes of that Realms into ud r cye, having sworne allegiance vnto hym & his successors, & did not 
absolutely supprest or transplant them or theire followers out of the Realme, as kinge William the 
conqueror vpon the conquest of England had done w'h many of the Inhabitants thereof by giving 
them territories & lands in Normandy and planting and advancing the Normans in England, whereby 
Normandy eontynued many yeres after vnder the governmn* of his posterity, and England 
peceably discended from him to your Ma^e : But the course that kinge Henry the second tooke for 
the setling of the Realme of Ireland in his lyne, was by planting noble & worthie Englishmen in all 
pts of the kingdoms, & English collonies especially at Dublyn and other citties and borough Townes 
throughout the Realme, whose p'genie having the managing of the affaires of the kingdome, subdued 
by degrees the greate p te of the meere Irishe and brought them in subiection to the Crowne of Eng- 
land ; And so longe as they & theyre posteritie had were imployd as principall officers and Counsel- 
lor of estate in tyme of warr and peace in the Realme, being such men who were thoroughly in- 
formed of all matters therein and acquainted w*h the disposicou of the people, the Realme well 
gou r ned & daily increased in civilitie, & yelded some profitt to the Crowne of England wthout chardge. 

There hath been other English colonies sundry tymes since planted in that Realme, especially by 
our late Sou r aine in the province of Mounster by the name of vndertakers, & in other p r tes of the 
kingdome, whereupon it groweth that the Realme ys now inhabited w* English and Irishmen 
discended of English w»h the meere & auncyent Irish-men, whose nobility & Gent, surnames comonly 
begynneth with m° and o, as Mo Cartie and Oneile. 

Kinge Henry the second vpon the conquest of Ireland established the lawes of England in that 
Realme, then being devyded into two kindes, viz*. Comon or Vniursall Lawe, as that the eldest sonne 
should have his father's lands; Custome Lawe, as that by the p r tieular c - istomes of some Mannors 
& Townes, a man his lands should be devyded between all his sonnes, or that y e youngest sonne 
only should inheritt the same lands ; whereunto ys added Statut Lawe : And he & his successors 
kinges of England held the Realme of Ireland by the name of Lord of Ireland, having absolute 
kingly authority over the same, vntill king Henry the eight the 33 yere of his Raigne his heirs and 
successors kinges of England were by act of priiamt in that Realme aeknowleged & enacted to be 
kiuges of Ireland. 

Many greate families of the meere Irishe helde their seignories & lands by the auncyent Irish cus- 
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tome called Tanestrie, w«h is that the eldest & worthiest of the name should have the signorie during 
life ; whereof groweth muoh bloodshed & rebellion by eontencon for the seignorie eu r y discent, yt being 
often, reputed the worthiest man who drawetb most bloode, w<* ineyteth them to eommitt outrages. 

Kinge John, second sonne of the said Kinge Henry, in the life tyme of his father vpon the Con- 
quest of Ireland was Viz Koy of that Bealme, as dyurs princes of the blood Royall haue been rfnce. 

Ireland since the said conquest thereof hath been ruled by the Kinge of England, as a distinct 
kingdome, & cou r tes of r/liamt held there of the three estats of the Inhabitants thereof in the same 
forme as it is in England, for y* makeing or repealing of such Lawes & Statutes as are fitt for that 
Bealme, by comission from y« kinge, vnder y« greate Seale of England, Authorizing the Viz Koy of 
that Realme to somon a p^ymt there, and to give the Eoyall assent vnto such Acts as bee agreed 
vpon in that p r laym*, whereof the kinge & his Councell of estate of England are to be informed by 
o'tificatt vnder the greate Seale of Ireland, by force of statut made in Ireland in the 1 Oth yere of kinge 
Henry the 7 th ; And after, vppon y® kinge 's allowance of y 6 same aote, the Viz Roy by force of his said 
comission gives the kinge's Royall assent to such Acts as are agreed vpon in the prliamt there ; And 
in the said 10th yere of k. Henry the 7 th - there was an acte of r/liamt past in Ireland by which all 
the Statutes of England were confirmed in Ireland, And such statutes as were since k. Henry the 7 tlu 
tyme made in England, that were agreed vpon in p r liamt in Ireland to be necessary for that Realme, 
were enacted there, And also dyurs othe statutes fytt for that Realme & by the said statutes And the 
like courtes & forme of the admistracon of Justice are ordeyned there, according to the said Lawes, 
and the iudiciall Recordes are made in Latin, & the Judge & Lawyers doe plead in English as they doe 
in England. The Irish Lawyers doe studdy the Lawe in the Innes of court in England, being al- 
ways such as are discended of English, & not of the meere Irishe, who are allowed to practize in 
England after they are called to ye barr as Englishmen are in Ireland. 

The inhabitantes of Ireland have no voice in the leccon of the Viz Roy or placeing of sou'aigne 
Magistrates, but it is done by the kinge and such as are specially authorished. And the Inhabitants 
of Citties and Borough Townes in Ireland by their Charters, which they haue from the kinges of 
England, doe elect their magistrates, as the Citties & Townes of England doe. 

There ys a statut made in Ireland the 38 yere of kinge Henry the 8th. authorizing the Lo : 
Cbauncello* and the kinge's Councello* vpon the avoydance by death or otherwise of the office of the 
Lyvetent or other heade gournoi" of that Realme, to elect & choose one such p r son as shal be an 
Englishman borne being ho spirituall p'son, or Two of the said councell of English bloode and sur- 
name being- not spirituall prsons, to be gou""nora of that Realme during the kinge's pleasure. Where- 
vpon it is misconccaved that an Irish man cannot be Lo : Deputie of Ireland, whereas the said statut 
gives authoritie to the Councell to chose a gournor as beforesaid, the kinge notwthstanding having 
power to make an Irish man Lo : Deputie as diws of the nobility of that Realme haue been. 

3g 
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Tne Earl of Kildare who ys the most auncyent Earle of Ireland, and other the Earles of *hat 
Realnie, doe give place to the Earles of England here, for that they have noe voice in p'liamt in 
England, neither hath the nobilitie of England any voice in the p r liamt of Ireland. 

The manner of tryall of noblemen in Ireland for treason, ys by Acte of p T liamt in that Realme. 

Irishmen borne are denizens by birth in England and may beare office and inherytt Lande in Eng- 
land, as ys to be seene wt&out charters of Denizaeon, as Englishmen are and doth in Ireland. And 
also Irishmen doe paie only such Oustomes and duties in England as Englishmen paie. 

The wards of the Nobilitie of Ireland are disposed by the kinge, and the Inferior wardes by the 
Viz Roy, and certeyne of the councell there, according to their comission. 

Titles of hono r , Landes, and offices, in Ireland hath been usually graunted since the Conquest by the 
kinge vnder the greate Seale of England at the leecon of the kinge. 

Erronyous Judgmts given in the kinge's Bench in Ireland are reu r sed by writt of Error in the 
kinge 's Bench in England. 

There is now noe mynt in Ireland but the coyne of that Realme ys made in England. 

And when the nobilitie & Gent, of English race of Ireland were weakned by p r ticipating in that 
intestyne civill warre of the houses of York and Lancaster, the meere Irish, of whom there was then 
little memorie, grewe stronge, and being after debilitated by the then Earles of Kildare, Desmond, Or- 
mond, Clanrikerd, and by other noble p r sons and Gent, discended of English whose Auncesto r s were 
the suppress of the Rebells in that Realme. 

The Earle of Kildare ("grandfather of the now Earle of Kildare) who married the Marquis Dorsett 
Gray his daughter, being Lo : Deputie of that Realme in k. Henry the 8* h - tyme, was called into 
England, disgraced and attainted in Ireland, after, he dyed in prison in England, where he lyved a 
long tyme, and his brothers and eldest sonne deprived of their luyves by the synister practizes of 
Cardynall Wolsey, sett forth at lardge in the Irishe Chronicle, and of late acted publiquely vpon the 
stage in London in the Tragedie of the life and death of the said Wolsey, to tedious to be reported 
to yo r Ma tie - By which attainder the house of Kildare loste lands of good value in England and 
Ireland. 

And whereas some of the nobility of England helde titles of honor & gr ea te possessions in Irelande 
whereby they were p r takers of the good & evill estate of that Realme, And likewise some of the no- 
bility of Ireland had hono rs and possessions of good value in England, By a Statute made by k. 
Henry the 8*- in Ireland, all their said hono rs Landes & hereditam** w<* they helde in that Realme 
was given to the kinge, for that they were absent out of Ireland, whereby the said nobility hai^e not 
si thence had that care of the good estate of that Realme as they forml r y had when the same did 
concerne them pticulerly, nor the Nobility of Ireland that creditt in England w<* their Auncestrs for- 
mrly had, havinge by Attainders and other meanes in kinge Henry the 8th his tyme lost their said 
bono 1 * and Lands w<* they helde in England. 
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And Desmond and other auncyent English houses were after overtbrowne, & fewe men of noat of Bng- 
i sh discent of that nation ymployed or countenanced in the publique affaires & councillors of estate in 
ithe kingdome, and some vnfitt psoas ymployed as inferior magistrates there, And there were captaynes 
and other marshall men made high Sheriffes of dyu r s counties, and contynued many yeares together 
in their offices in that Realme, having noe Landes in the same counties, as some captaines doe at this 
p r nte, contrary to the Lawes of the Realme, And at the ende of their sheriffwick they doe comonly 
obteyne p r dons for their offences, so as such sheriffs are thereby incouradged to extort & oppresse the 
people, and freed from the due puniah m t w cl1 the "Lawe would impose vpon them for their misde- 
meanors. 

The people of that Realme are for the more p r te vncyvill for want of educacon and Learning, and 
the country full of Idle men w'hout any trade, woh incouradgeth men there to enter into Rebellion, 
for that they doubt not to be followed by such dissolut p r sons who are redye to take armes for spoile 
when there ys any occasion offered. 

The Bisshops of that Realme for their private gayne haue made leases for many yeres of their 
Spirituall Lands for smale or noe Rents, whereby there are fewe Bishoprickes in that Realme suffi- 
cient to support the dignity of a Bisshop, And thereof yt groweth that some doe holde Three and, 
others Two Bishoprickes wth many prsonages in Comendam for their better mayntenance, to the greats 
hinderaunce of the pffermt of learned men, and decaye "of the state ecclesiasticall. 

Theis and other the enormyties of that comon wealth, wherewth I will now omytt to trouble yoe 
Ma'ie any further, hath brought forth many Rebellions, and especially this last generall and dange- 
rous combynacon of the meere Irishe through out the whole Realme, fewe excepted, & assisted by 
some discontented p r sons of English name, having turned their Irish kerne to the warrlike order and 
Armes of Souldiers, whereby the whole kingdom for the most prte ys depopulated, wasted, and rent in 
sunder, And by the daily extoreon of the souldiers, takeing meate and money of the subjecies at their 
pleasure, whereas by the Statute of that Realme the souldiers should paie for their meate, wherby 
greate nombers of the subjectes p r ished. 

Yf the meere Irishe in their late Rebellion had the vnderstanding to vnite themselves together in 
one bodye, quod omen Dem averted, and leave their factions emulacon & conteneon for superiority, 
each greate family being discended of the said petty kinges, holding themselves not inferior one to 
an other, & yelde themselves and their estates in subiection to certen chieftaynes (w^ some of theire 
principall heads earnestly labo r , & could neu r effect by God's divyne p r vidence) and their souldiers 
trayned as well to make a stande w th their pikes in a playne feild, as their shott &swordeman are ex- 
pert infighting in straights & grounds of advantage, the kingdom had been in greate danger to be lost, 
w<sh as it is thought hath putt the question heretofore made by some in prliamt, whether it were ne- 
cessary to ende the warres of Ireland out of controuersie, being of late conceyved that it is fytt to ende 
the warres & to reduce the kingdome to an vniforme civill gou'm*, and establisshe the Lawes by 
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w* the civill p r te thereof ys ruled vniu r sally throughout all p r ts of the kingdome, To th'ende yt may 
yelde benefytt & strengthen the crowne of England, and not be a meane to weaken the same. 
The meanes whereby I conceave that Eealme 
may be reduced to better estate followeth, vizt : 

ffyrst that iustice may be duely mynistred'throughout the Realme according to the Lawes thereof 
by learned & sincere Judges and magistrates and that choise be made of men of good quality of es- 
tate & integritye to be presidentes & gou r no r s of the said province of Mounster and Connaught, Leyn- 
ster, & the English pale being about Dublyn the principall state of the Viz Eoy, And the Councell 
of estate & chiefe Courts of lawe to be gou r ned by the Viz Roy as heretofore hath been accustomed. 
And also that noblemen and cyvill G-ent. of quallity, natives of the country, whose posterity the good 
or evill estate of that Realme shall most concerne, being capable thereof, may be vsed as Couneellors 
of estate, together w^ 1 such English and Scottish men of worth as yo r Matie shall thinke fytt, and 
also as Lyvetents counties Judges and annual Sheriffs & other principall officers who maybe 
********** that Realme in their counties whereof they shall be appointed 
sheriffe, And that they be may also countennced and ymployed w* the force of the good subjectes 
of that Realme against such as shall rebell there, and rewarded for their service, as in form* tymes 
they haue been, whereby the service may be effected w tJl out the contynnual chardge of mayntennce 
of an Army, as in form* tymes hath been done, And yf yo? Ma tie would be gratiously pleased to give 
instrupons to the state in Ireland, as the late Queene hath done, that such of yor subiects there as 
should die in yor service, their hejres being wt h in age, should haue the benefytt of their owne ward- 
shipps, It would be a great incouradgmt to them to venter their lyves in yor Ma tie! * service. 

And that in the province of Vkter, the fountaine of the Rebellions of that kingdome, w<* is in- 
habited w*h the most vncyvill people of the Realme, & the strongest faction of the meere Irishe, A 
president or G-otf'nor Judge & state such as in Mounster and Connaught to be erected at Ardmagh, 
the prime metropolitan See of the Realme and Center of that province, where the late Earle of Essex 
his father was Grou r no r in her late Ma ties Rayne, but noe state established ; wch president vpon the 
first establishment were meete to be a Nobleman or of greate estate & quallity, for that the Earles 
of Tyrone and TyrConnell, and other greate chieftaines of countries, who are Inhabitants there, may 
be the sooner reduced to the obedience of the Lawe, wch was not heretofore thoroughly executed 
there, and to ymbrace civill gou^ment. 

And that the said province & all other vncivill prtes of the Eealme wch is not yett Sheire grounde, 
may be devyded into counties as the English pale ys, and Justice duly mynistered there, And that 
the County of Tyrone graunted to the Earle of Tyrone by the late Queene in the 29th yere of her 
Raigne w t!l other the like countries may be subdevided into seignories manno rs and ffree-holdes of es- 
tates amonge the Gent, and Inhabitants of that country, w th out w°h noe tryall in lawe by * * * 



251 

can be meintayn ***** ordeyndbyactof p*liamt ****** goods of some 
value may be Juro" to try cawses although they have noe Lands, And thereby the Tennts of the 
same Seignories & frceholdes may depende of the Crowne. 

And that p*nte order be taken that the souldiers may lyve vpbn their pay in their garrisons, and, 
when they shall have occasions for service to travell abroad in the Country, that they may content 
themselves with such meate as the poore people are able & willing to give them gratia, and not to 
take meate & money at their pleasure as they vse to doe. 

And that the offer made by Dutchmen to the late Queene to inhabitt Loghfoill vpon the bor- 
ders of the country of the Earlo of Tyrone vpon such condicons as to yo r Matie shall be thought 
fytt, be accepted, and certen of yor Ma tie ' 8 cyvill subjectesioined w*h them, whose Trades & example 
may drawe the people to growe civill; And colonies being likewise planted at Bealashanen in the 
country of Tyroonnell, and such other oncivill places of the Bealme as yo r highnes shall thinke fytt, 
and especially in or neere the straighte and chief passage wch gave the Rebells advantage. 

And to advance learned men to all spirituall dignities & lyvinges whose dootryne, life, & example, 
may edifie the people, and schools of learning in eury county of the kingdome to be erected and mayn- 
teyned by y« clergie according to the statut in that behalf made in that Bealme, whereby the people 
may be reduced to knowe their dutie to God & yor Matie & become civill. 

And for the p'vencon of such from the vnreasonable estates to be made by Bisshops of the 
Church Lande to the ou r throwej>f their Seas, that the statut made in this Bealme the first yere- of 
the late Queene may be enacted this next p r Jiamt in Ireland, By w°h it is ordeyned that Bisshops 
shall make estate of the Landes of their Bisshoprickes for 21 yeres or Three lyves, yelding the tflde 
and accustomed Bents to them and their successors. 

And that yo r Ma*" 5 may be pleased to devide & settle by act of prliam* in Ireland the territories & 
Lands of the meere Irishe in the case of each family that hath best right thereunto, soe as there shall be 
noe just oawse of such discension between them hereafter as fonnrly hath been to the great disquiet 
of the Bealme. 

And yf yo* Matie would be also pleased in yo r happy vnion of England & Scottland to vnite yo T 
highnes' Bealme of Ireland vnto them in Amitie, being a Land so fertill as wanteth nothing serving 
for the necessity, vse, or pleasure, of man and * * * * peceable good gou r ment the lande of 
plentie, as was to be seene in the tyme of Sir John Parrotte his gou r ment in that realms about xviij 
yeres past, Itt would yelde a greate contentmt to yo r Male's subjectes, of that Bealme, And that as- 
the Inhabitants of yor Mates are all yo r highnes' subjectes so they may be reputed one wthout any 
p r iudycate difference in respect of their countries, And that some p r uidiciall w<* are in England & Ire- 
land against Scottishmen, whereof a catalogue shal bo prsented vnto yo r Ma*ie when your highnes 
shal be pleased to command the same, may be repealed, and likewise that some olde statuts against 
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Irishmen In England may be frustrated, And that It may be enacted by p r liam* in England & Ire- 
land, that it shall be lawfull for all yo r Male's subts of yo r Three kingdomes to receive & su, plie one 
an other wtt Come & all other things w<* tb/one kingdome shall haue to spare and is wanting in yor 
Male's other Realmes, paying yor highnes custome for the same as the English Inhabitants of Moun - 
ster by their patente made of Landes in Ireland by her late Ma*"* are allowed to bring corne from 
thence into England. 

And also yf yor Matte would be pleased to compose yor grand Councell of estate 'of English & 
Scottish men & of some of yor highnes sub's of Ireland, or of such men of quallity & integrity as were 
imployed & had experience in Ireland and well affected to the country and the people hereof, for the 
better and spedyer dispatoh of the affaires thereof, who being men of good vnderstanding by their ex- 
perience & intelligence may best inform yo r highnes what ys fytt to be done in such busynes wherein 
they shall be vsed, touohing their seuiall functions, whereby if any erro r be comyttedby the Vis Rys 
& magistrates of any of yor kingdomes, yo r highnes may the better be informed how. to- reforme the 
same ; And also that yo r Matte being indued wtk greate wisdome, knowledge, & learning, may be 
pleased,' for the better admynistraoon of iustice, to sitt at yor leystire some tymes p r sonally in publique 
courtes of Justice & at the Councell board, as some of yor Matte's progenito 18 haue done, yo r Maty' 8 mo- 
narchic in short ty me would growe'civill ritch and powerable, and when yor Matte shall thinke yt 
fytt the turbulent loose vnprofitable men of your kingdomes may be weeded out especially of Ireland, 
and ymployed abroad in yo r highnes' service in forraine countries, to th'end they may not be Instru- 
mts of Rebellion & mischiefe as they are comonly in Ireland, whereof there are greate nomber at 
this tyme, who now lately Rebelles there, and hath noe meanes of lyvelihood, fytt to be ymployed be- 
yond sea. 

And soe humbly craving prdon for this my bouldnes preceding not of prsumption or 
diffidence of the wisdome of yor Matte's grave councell, but only of my dutiful zeale 
to doe yor highness service, and ardent desire of the peceable good estate of that my 
native distressed country of Ireland — my grandfather being an English man and left 
me a poore patrymonie wthin the Englisshe pale there — and wholly submitting the 
same to yor Maty' 8 princely censure. 



